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Chumash Nonprofit
Urges State: Kill
Natural-Gas Power
Plant in Santa Paula
Green

by ElObservador 04/02/2018

Suzanne Potter

Mati Waiya, a Chumash elder, is leading the effort to defeat a power plant on
the banks of the Santa Clara River in Santa Paula. Photo Credit: Chris Jordan-
Bloch/Earthjustice
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California News Service

SANTA PAULA, Calif. – Lawyers for a Chumash nonprofit want to
make sure the proposed Mission Rock gas-fired power plant is
dead – and not just put on hold, as the company behind the
project has requested.

The Wishtoyo Foundation filed a motion Friday with the California
Energy Commission to terminate the application made by Calpine
Corp. to build a peaker plant on the banks of the Santa Clara River.
They argue that it is sacred ground and that a plant would
increase air pollution.

Angela Johnson Meszaros, an attorney for Earthjustice, a nonprofit
law firm representing the foundation, said Calpine just wants to
keep its options open even though the state doesn’t need to add
any more fossil-fuel energy generation.

“And now they want to pause this for a little while, see if later
California is going to wake up from the fog of clean energy and
decide that it would actually prefer to have a big power plant on
the banks of one of Southern California’s last mostly natural
rivers,” she said. “I just don’t think it’s going to happen.”

Calpine has argued that the plant would give California more
flexibility during times of peak energy usage and help supply a
growing population in the Moorpark area. The California Energy
Commission recently rejected a plan to build the Puente natural-
gas fired power plant 20 miles down the road on the beach in
Oxnard after an outcry from the local community and
conservation groups. Instead regulators approved a new
transmission line to improve reliablity.

Geneva Thompson, an attorney with the Wishtoyo Foundation,
said the Santa Clara River, known as the Utom in Chumash, is
central to tribal culture and should not be scarred by a power
plant.

“Time immemorial, Chumash people have been building their
homes, setting up villages on the banks, burying their ancestors in
the ground,” she said. “Collecting vegetation for basket weaving
and these practices are continuing today.”
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Thompson argued that the state should move away from fossil
fuel-based power generation and continue its quest to fight
climate change by aiming for a zero-emission economy. The
Commission has until Friday to take action on Calpine’s
application.

The filing with the California Energy Commission is online
at energy.ca.gov.

TAGS CHUMASH GREEN NATURAL GAS SANTA PAULA

CATEGORIES FEATURED GREEN LIVING

SHARE THIS ARTICLE

b Facebook a Twitter c Google d Pinterest C Reddit

OLDER ARTICLE
¡FELIZ CUMPLEAÑOS ARIES!

NEXT ARTICLE
LGBTQ LEADERS GATHER IN

L.A. TO RESIST TRUMP
ADMINISTRATION POLICIES

by ElObservador - Apr 2, 2018

by ElObservador - Apr 6, 2018

ELOBSERVADOR

RELATED BY

HOME ABOUT US E-EDITIONS JOBS & CAREERS GIVEAWAYS

VIDEOS LEGAL NOTICES CONTACT US SERVICES SUBSCRIBE

b a

d c

r x

,

http://docketpublic.energy.ca.gov/PublicDocuments/15-AFC-02/TN223032-1_20180323T085139_Response_to_Notice_of_Suspension_of_Application_for_Certificati.pdf
https://el-observador.com/tag/chumash/
https://el-observador.com/tag/green/
https://el-observador.com/tag/natural-gas/
https://el-observador.com/tag/santa-paula/
https://el-observador.com/category/featured/
https://el-observador.com/category/lifestyle/greenl/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://el-observador.com/2018/04/02/chumash-nonprofit-urges-state-kill-natural-gas-power-plant-in-santa-paula/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https://el-observador.com/2018/04/02/chumash-nonprofit-urges-state-kill-natural-gas-power-plant-in-santa-paula/&text=Chumash%20Nonprofit%20Urges%20State:%20Kill%20Natural-Gas%20Power%20Plant%20in%20Santa%20Paula&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=https://el-observador.com/2018/04/02/chumash-nonprofit-urges-state-kill-natural-gas-power-plant-in-santa-paula/
https://plusone.google.com/_/+1/confirm?hl=en-US&url=https://el-observador.com/2018/04/02/chumash-nonprofit-urges-state-kill-natural-gas-power-plant-in-santa-paula/
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?media=https://el-observador.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/gr-61952-1-1-e1522703569919-633x460.jpg&url=https://el-observador.com/2018/04/02/chumash-nonprofit-urges-state-kill-natural-gas-power-plant-in-santa-paula/&is_video=false&description=Chumash+Nonprofit+Urges+State%3A+Kill+Natural-Gas+Power+Plant+in+Santa+Paula
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https://el-observador.com/2018/04/02/chumash-nonprofit-urges-state-kill-natural-gas-power-plant-in-santa-paula/&title=Chumash+Nonprofit+Urges+State%3A+Kill+Natural-Gas+Power+Plant+in+Santa+Paula
https://el-observador.com/2018/04/02/feliz-cumpleanos-aries/
https://el-observador.com/2018/04/02/feliz-cumpleanos-aries/
https://el-observador.com/2018/04/06/lgbtq-leaders-gather-in-l-a-to-resist-trump-administration-policies/
https://el-observador.com/2018/04/06/lgbtq-leaders-gather-in-l-a-to-resist-trump-administration-policies/
https://el-observador.com/author/elobservador/
https://el-observador.com/author/elobservador/
https://el-observador.com/author/elobservador/
https://el-observador.com/
https://el-observador.com/about-us/
https://el-observador.com/2018/04/02/chumash-nonprofit-urges-state-kill-natural-gas-power-plant-in-santa-paula/#
http://jobs.el-observador.com/
https://el-observador.com/free-give-aways/
https://el-observador.com/videos/
https://el-observador.com/2018/04/02/chumash-nonprofit-urges-state-kill-natural-gas-power-plant-in-santa-paula/#
https://el-observador.com/contact-us/
https://el-observador.com/services/
https://el-observador.com/subscribe/
https://el-observador.com/
http://www.facebook.com/EONewsSJ/
http://www.twitter.com/eonews
http://www.facebook.com/EONewsSJ/
http://www.facebook.com/EONewsSJ/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC25QZxBIZwRN22sw_0FXYhQ
http://www.instagram.com/eonews/
https://el-observador.com/feed/rss/



