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Happy Valentine’s Day, Santa Clara River

Environmentalists are mad and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is getting sued

by Stacey Wiebe

SANTA CLARITA — A group of eaviron:
mumtalists joined forces In Santa Clarita
Tuoesday to send a giant, Htigation-wrapped
Valentine to tha Santa Clara River.

As the sound of passing traffic on bor.
dering Interstate 5 whizzed past, represen:
tatlves from the \Wishtoyo Foundation
Veatura Coastkeeper, Friends of the Santa
Clara River and the Center for Biclogical
Divérsity gathered near & sestion of dry
Santa Clara riverbed to announcs that the
three organizations are suing the United
States Army Corps of Englneers for pers
mitting practices that have aliegedly dam-
aged and continue to damage the river,

Representatives from the US, Army
Corps of Engineers could not bo reached
for comment

“This is ebout acknowledging the
truth,” sald Teresa Savaikie, a coordinator
for' tho Santa Clara River Alliance, on
Tuasday “In short, the Army Corps of
Englneers dastroys all that makes a fiver a
Fivor .. This is Southern Callfornie’s Jast
major. lving river — home to more than a
dozen rare ind endangered spacies ™

The corps of engineers is responsible
for Issuting specific types of construction
permits. Ono of the corps’ operating prin:
ciplesis o s20k “ways and means to assess

Flanked by environmentalists, Mati Waiya, executive director of the Wishtoyo

Foundation, speaks about his ancestral tes to the Santa Clara River,

and mitigate cunmulative Impacts to the
environment; bring systems approaches
to the full life cycle of our processes and

EAVE

Savaikie noted that the hardening of
rivor banks, which usually entails paving
river hanks to make way for development,
severely retards rivers by altering their
flow and disrupting whdlife patterns,

Efforts to change the ways in which
policies have shaped development have
done 1ittle, if nothing, to stop the damage,
Wadya sald. “For so many yuars, we trled
to got involved with a system of policies
and regulations,” Walya said, sddressing
a crowd of onlookors “It’s almest like
broken treatles — and these treaties
belong to you ... We shouldnt compros
mise In the name of miking a profit.”

Over 95 percent of California’s rivers
and wellands have been lost and other

luable cultural destroyed,
Savaikie soid, and tho Santa Clara i3 homo
1o rare fish, plants and animals that ence
thrived In the Los Angeles. San Gabrid
and Sata Ana Rivers — all of which no
longer function naturaily.

“We watched over the years with great
CONcern as one development after another
has beea approved,” said Roa Bottordl of
Frionds of the Santa Clara River, who
udded that pormits are required to “dump
dirt into the river, hardon banks and baild
homes.” Bottorff sald larger buffers
between new developments and the river
are needed If the river stands to malntain
any of its natural integrity. “We've often
argued for bulfers of 500 feet, but typical
buffers ave mare Liks half of that!

Molanie Winter, foundor and exoecutive
director of the Las Angeles River Project

Waiya sends the Santa Clara a Valentine

~ @ project dedicated to restoring the
Los Angales River — said the Santa Clara
could share the fate of its Los Angel

work" eccording to information released

by the corp
The US, Army Corps of Engincers,

in brief

Secretary of the Army Francls J, Harvey
and Col. Alox Dornstauder district engl-
neer of the corps’ Las Angeles dissrlel,
are the threo defondants listed in the sult,
acconding to the Unites States Distriot
Court for the Central District of Califor-
nia. The suft alleges that the corps has
folled to carry out “its statutory dutios
under the National Environmental Policy
Act;® and pinpoints alleged problems
with the logistics of specific develop-
monts,

Mati Walya, executive director of the
Wishtoyo Foundation and Chumash sere.
monlal leader, is s Natlve American
whose ancestors have long lved In the
reglon, Walya, who sports long, dark hair
und a bone through his nose, performed o
blessing near the river aftsr ihe
annourcements had beon made, *Tho
relationship we've had for thousands of
years with this river is what we call his-
tary” he said. “It's a moment in our
minds, or hearts and our spirits,”

The river has ako spent more than &
momsnt oo A list of American Rivers'
Most Endangered Rivors for 2005. Last
April, American Rivers, an environmental
organization, aml its afMillates announced
that the river Is cadangered because of
new developments slong Jts edpes,
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PrESeTVRUION Prokcts
Save Oy Hisiory indiwive i, on Jiy, 25,
‘the clty of Vanturn's sorviees dopartmont

2 Vas resognized, .
The initiative nims to promote awares-
ness of Joeal history aiid historical preser-

and learn adobe-patching and mud-plas

“tering as they Ro. An architeet, & presesva-

tion specialist and malntenance staff will
be on hand fo guide students through the
restoration process.

Within lts first two years, Saie our His-
fory vecalvid] requests in exoess of $8 mil
Lion from Interested onganizations, In the
coming year, the initiative will svard over
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demonstrate i cloar relationship
to avea heritage and wi fterest b etucat-
lnsloeal studonts. Past Save Our History

yation throughoat the country. Ventwa's
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Tho projoct will focus on Glivas Adebe,

a former eanch developed by Riymundo
Olivas in the mid1800s, It housed the
Oliva family - Raymundo, wife Teodora
and their21 dmm-rorlnlrlunm
and, & 4 Callfornia State Mistoric Land-
mark, i now md the few Gold Rush-
:still

counterpart. “Many people who live here
“moved here to escape the urban night.
mare Los Angeles has beconwe — and yet
they're sitting back and watching [t
happen here." -
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wind s conpeetion o A desegrepation
moyement in the 1660s,
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